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St. John's High School Gelebrates 100 Years

WELCOME BACK!

St. John’s High School is the first
high school in Manitoba to celebrate
its centennial. And we will celebrate
it with true North-End hospitality and
style.

The highlight of events will be the

gala dinner on Saturday, June 19th at
the Convention Centre. Many
distinguished alumni will be
entertaining you over the course of
the evening, including the one-and-
only Monty Hall, emcee Ken Kostick,
our very own Burton Cummings, jazz
singer Colleen Savage, as well as the
Reunion Choir led by Richard Yaffe.

Co-chairs Carole Kurdydyk and Brian
Burdy expect more than 1500 former
students and friends over the course
of the weekend.

The oldest alumnus attending will be
Katherine Weber, who graduated in
1926 and recently turned 101 years
old.

The story of the first Techonian

By Leonard Stone, Class of 53

Nothing starts the day off better
than a cup of hot coffee, coffee so
strong that the spoon stands upright
in the cup for a few seconds before
coming to rest on the edge of the
rim.

Soon I'll celebrate a singular
birthday, although I'm not certain
why reaching seventy-five is special.
Many people do and I did nothing
to prevent it from happening. On the
other hand, St. John's High School
will soon rejoice in its hundredth and
for some inexplicable reason, this
seems more special to me than my
own milestone. I spent three of the
best years of my life at Tech,
especially grade twelve when I co-
founded the school newspaper, the
Techonian. The centennial committee
is planning a commemorative issue
although the paper hasn't existed for
decades. No archives exist to
memorialize its origin and no one
seems to know how it began. But as
the Shadow said, I do.

I live in Centennial, Colorado now,
close to Denver and the mountains
that form the Front Range. They
radiate in the morning sunlight and
the panorama is spectacular. I'm
holding a mug of coffee in my right
hand while the left approaches the

computer ready to tap the words that
will convey the story - more or less
- as to how St. John's got its student
newspaper. It happened three years
after the great flood of 1950. Anyone
attending Tech then who lived near
the river would never forget the day
the dike broke and the Red flowed
over its banks. What a time it
was!Everest was soon to be climbed
and Roger Bannister would break the
four-minute mile. We cheered for

Bomber greats, Indian Jack Jacobs
and Tom Casey, and you could get
from downtown to the north-end on
a street car named #26.

In September of 1953, against that
background, two wild and crazy guys,
me and Gordon Marantz, hatched the
idea for a St. John's student newspaper
while walking back to school after
our lunch break. No school buses
then. Gordon came up with the
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From left to right: (seated) Don Silverberg, Goldie Gelmon, Merle Ann Meyers,

Harv Lockshin. (Standing) Mel Myers,

and Ted Medzon.

R. Gordon Marantz, Leonard Stone,






